
The HopBarn    Hockerwood Lane    Upton Road    Southwell    Notts    NG25 0PZ 
www.thehopbarn.org.uk / info@thehopbarn.org.uk / 07880973365

Issue: 24
June
2019

News and Events

Welcome to theThe HopBarn's newsletter, 
which provides information and insights into 
The HopBarn, as well as offering further 
notification of up coming events and 
performances.

We hope that such information proves to be
useful and informative to our readers, but if 
you would like to offer feedback and 
suggestions as to what to include or what to 
focus on, please feel free to e-mail or write in 
with your suggestions and we will try to 
accommodate them where best we can.

Revisiting April and May. 

 

April and May brought a number of 
outstanding music events to The HopBarn 
featuring some exceptional artists who have 
clearly crafted their own unique sound as well
others who have made a commitment to 
retaining the legacy of an artist who made an 
impression, but sadly are no longer with us. 

The range of musicianship, direction, sound 
and overall aesthetic has been somewhat 
quite eclectic, although the skill and 
proficiency by each artist presenting their 
work has been offered at such high levels that
it’s an absolute privilege for The HopBarn to 
be able to attract high calibre work to this 
rural venue. What’s even more rewarding is 
that each artist or group who plays at The 
HopBarn, expresses a real desire to return 
due to the venues location and the audience 
members who attend. Such feedback given by
an array of exceptional performers as well as 
by audience members themselves, helps The 
HopBarn to understand the quality of 
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programming being undertaken whilst 
informing the future direction of the venue.  

Miranda Sykes – Borrowed Places
A True Blue Music Event
Sat 6 April 

Miranda Sykes is probably more widely 
known alongside Phil Beer and Steve 
Knightly as Show of Hands, although they 
often tour separately as solo artists. It was 
only a couple of months before that Phil Beer
performed at The British Horological Institute
in the nearby village of Upton. Here at The 
HopBarn Miranda presented her 2017 album 
Borrowed Places, a somewhat 
autobiographical account of her native 
Lincolnshire by someone who lived there as 
a young child, moved away and has then 
since returned.

Miranda’s biography reads as though she 
should be a lot older than she is. An 
extensive resume featuring a number of 
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well-known bands and singers such as 
Pressgang, Phil Beer, Rob Johnson and 
Martyn Joseph to name but a few. This 
achievement has been made possible due to 
the early start that she received. Both her 
parents were musicians and having a 
dedicated music room in their home, meant 
that there were always instruments lying 
around. Miranda was 8 years old when during 
a school assembly she first got inspired to 
learn the double bass, an instrument that has 
become synonomous with her own identity.
Miranda also plays guitar, but the countless 
images of her holding a double bass allow her
to stand alone as an important solo artist. 
  

Miranda joined Young Country, a Nottingham 
based band prior to completing her BTEC 
course. After 2-years on the road with this 
group, she joined Pressgang in 1999 and in 
many ways has not had chance to rest since. 
The recent birth of her first child however has 

caused her to take a more conscientious 
approach to her touring. So now, along with 
sound technician and husband Dan, mother 
and baby Wilfred, Miranda continues to tour, 
albeit with a little more help.

At The HopBarn, Miranda took the audience 
on a journey of her native Lincolnshire, 
presenting the landscape as an ever 
changing canvas adapting to the influences of
weather, seasons and human action. This was
an emotive evening full of reminiscing on 
Miranda’s part although a joy to listen to. Here,
Miranda’s decision to move away and then 
return spawned a connection to the county 
that may not have happened if she had 
remained.

This is an attentive album, detailing the many 
quirks of Lincolnshire that are mostly ignored 
in favour of more favourable landscapes such
as the Derbyshire Peak District. But for 
Miranda there is a special beauty to 
Lincolnshire if it is given time and space to be
exposed. Her voice captures this beautifully. 
There is a sweet and innocent quality to her 
singing that you instantly find connection to 
the images and descriptions she is describing
in her songs. A beautifully presented evening 
and a joy for everyone to experience.   

Miranda Sykes with her trusted Double Bass at The HopBarn

Julie July Band – 
Who knows where the time goes?
27 April 2019

Changing direction and reverting back to the 
1970’s, The Julie July Band presented Who 
knows where the time goes? A tribute to singer
song-writer Sandy Denny. 

Sandy Denny has a small but dedicated fan 
bass following the brief but lasting appeal of 
her 13-year career. According to Julie July 
‘her songs aren’t for everyone and don’t 
have mass appeal’ but she was an iconic and 
important singer song-writer of the British 
Folk Rock Movement of the early 70’s. 

As the lead singer of Fairport Convention, 
Denny is credited with moving the band away
from west coast American cover versions to 
performing traditional material and original 
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July Julie 

compositions. Voted Britain’s finest female 
singer-songwriter in 1970 and 71, her most 
iconic song Who knows where the time goes? 
Has been covered and recorded by a diverse 
range of artists such as Judy Collins, Nina 
Simone and Cat Power. 

Along with her exquisite and often described 
haunting song-writing and lyrics, Denny’s 
vocal technique has also been considered an 
important contribution to evolution and 
direction of female folk-singers today; smooth,
 effortless and seamless.  

The Julie July Band offer more than a tribute, 
instead this is a revival and a defiant return 
that celebrates the work of Denny by re-living 
her world and her time.  For Julie, it was 
because of Denny that she turned to music 
after winning a guitar in a raffle whilst 
attending a folk festival in Oxford in 1996. 
Julie’s connection to Denny’s material 
encapsulates every ounce of emotion, whilst 
the band offer both a sensitive and empathetic
understanding of her how her work should be 
presented. 

Romantic but yet haunting, Denny’s songs 
have left a poignant and lasting legacy that 
continues to attract new audiences. With the
help of The July Julie Band and their devotion
to ensuring her legacy does not whither and 
fade away, perhaps Denny will achieve the 
mass market success that she often yeaned 

for, although it would be a shame to spoil 
such a distinctive and iconic sound. 

Guy and Hannah Turner
All Our Own Work –
4 May 2019

Sometimes music can be considered to be 
too serious and that The HopBarn’s 
programming restricts work that may be 
considered a bit off the rails, quirky and in 
many cases just a bit too silly. Well this 
theory has now been quashed as thanks to 
Guy Turner and his singer song-writing 
daughter Hannah, the myth has been 
dispelled. 

All Our Own Work was an opportunity to bring
together father and daughter who both write 
and compose their own work in a special 
evening in support of Awards for Young 
Musicians.

Having been joined last year by Ed Turner 
(no relation) for an Evening of Comic Songs 
and Humour, Guy continued to present a 
theme for his work largely associated with 
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Guy and Hannah Turner 

the surreal and ridiculous featuring a number 
of compositions associated with pigeons. 
Accompanied by Ed Turner (no relation) on 
piano, Guy’s delivery provides the perfect 
accompaniment to the trials and tribulations 
of pigeons detailed in his songs as well as 
other more notable subjects that he finds 
inspiration in. 

For Guy, his inspiration is drawn from 
Flanders and Swann, Jake Thackray and 
Terry Pratchet and he delivers his work in a 
choral manner resulting in a perfect 
juxtaposition of intentions that exemplify the 
comic and surreal. Somewhat eccentric, Guy 
obviously enjoys cementing this contrast of 
styles together and he does so with such 
great vigour that the audience can not help 
but pay attention throughout.
   

Hannah meanwhile shared a more serious 
and poignant set of her work focusing on love
and relationships. Her style offered a contrast
to Guy, bringing in a much more subtle and 
humble approach to her song-writing. 
Hannah’s songs are full of aspiration and 

hope, setting out a vision for the future and 
asking whether this vision can be realised or 
not. Expressions of finding happiness are 
tinged with spots of disappointment, although
her singing retains an air of positivity that 
enables a sense of lasting hope to reside and 
resonate well beyond the songs conclusion. 

Hannah and Guy clearly have skill in their 
ability to write and compose work, despite 
their obvious differences when it comes to 
subject matter and aesthetic. This was an 
intimate evening of music with £280 raised 
for Awards for Young Musicians, enabling 
young people largely from disadvantaged 
families to receive quality music tuition and
training. 

Luke Jackson
A True Blue Music Event  
18 May 2019

This is Luke’s third visit to The HopBarn 
since he first appeared 3 years ago with the 
Luke Jackson Trio. Having recently spent 
some time in the states soaking up the music
genres in Nashville, Luke seems unable to sit
still and following this gig at The HopBarn
it is clearly evident why. 

He’s in demand, and when reading the list of 
accreditations associated with him you begin
to wonder how such a young musician can 
achieve so much in such a short space of 
time. 

His performances explain everything. Luke is
a natural and truly gifted musician whose 
effortless ability to compose and write the 
most intricate of songs leaves audiences in 
sheer awe of his musical genius.  This natural 
musical ability is however not enough for 
Luke. Time is well taken on every song and 
composition to tease out, try, arrange and 
layer the musical notations and aesthetic 
influences to craft a song that rises and falls,
shifts and turns and morphs from one feeling
to another in a seamless transition. Its just 
simple artistic talent, coupled with an acute 
understanding of music writing technique 
and an inquisitive nature to tease more out of
a song than one could hope to achieve. The 
final result is just absolute perfection from 
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Luke Jackson (left) and Betsey Bircumshaw 
(above) at The HopBarn 

every detail and probably why he’s been voted 
Male Artist of the Year in both 2014 and 2016.

Further to this intrinsic relationship with 
music, Luke’s success is also down to his 
constant drive to re-invent himself. Taking 
time to visit Nashville and explore music in a 
wide variety of genres for example provides 
new inspiration and techniques that he can 
weave together. This and a new thirst to learn 

the piano, means that he never stagnates or 
stands still but is always trying new ways to 
bring his voice across. There is also a desire 
not to steer away from his own voice and 
originality even if it means not being assigned
to agents or managers who represent some of 
the bigger names in music. Luke enjoys his 
individuality and is confident enough to 
pursue this without the prospect of playing to 
wider audiences at bigger festivals or events. 

Whenever he comes to The HopBarn, a new, 
maturer version of the young musician is 
presented. Its so exciting to predict and think 
of how he might sound in the next 10 years. 
Hopefully he’ll still be keen to play at the small
venue that is The HopBarn in a more intricate 
setting. 

Supporting Luke was local singer and song-
writer Betesy Bircumshaw. Betsey took part 
in Plug In Tune Up in September 2018 and 
was invited to support Luke by Vince Ion of 
True Blue Music. Vince programmes many of 
the music events at The HopBarn including 
Luke. 

Betsey akin to Luke, is a gifted musician, 
able to present highly polished and 
technically perfected songs despite her 
relatively young age. Betsey is definitely 
someone to follow and watch out for in the 
future as she clearly possesses the right 
skills and artistic temperament to carve out 
her own distinct and unique voice. 

This was an exceptional evening, one that 
brought higher audience numbers than 
anticipated resulting in the use of the over 
spill car park. Despite this, there was 
evidently a general consensus that both Luke
and Betsey had left a remarkable impression 
on everyone as they left following the event. 

The HopBarn looks forward to welcoming 
back Luke and Betsy in the future following 
this inspirational event.
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The Lowry CAT Alumni Project
13 – 18th April 2019 

The second part of this dance commission 
which began at The HopBarn in February 2019,
took place at the home of the North West 
Centre for Advanced Training in Dance (CAT), 
The Lowry, Salford Quays. 

The project has been commissioned to mark 
the 10th Anniversary of The Lowry’s Centre for 
Advanced Training in Dance and will be 
marked by performances on Saturday 27th and
Sunday 28th July 2019 at The Lowry. In 
preparation for this performance, Jonathan 
Poole who initially established the CAT 
scheme at The Lowry back in 2009 as Centre 
for Advanced Training Manager, and now 
helps to run The HopBarn has been 
commissioned to create a new piece of 
choreography. This new work features a group
of 6 dancers who began their dance training 
as part of The Lowry CAT and have since 
undertaken professional dance training and 
are now working professionally. 

Having undertaken some initial research and 
development at The HopBarn in February 2019, 
it was time to continue the development of the 
work further, although this time, rehearsals 
took place in the beautiful studios overlooking
Salford Quays with clear views over Media City
UK, Imperial War Museum North and ITV. 

The concept of the work stems from American 
sculptor Richard Serra whose monoliths of 
steel are often constructed and supported 
using acute counterbalances from their own 
weight, rather than relying on any welding or 
bolts to ensure that they do not fall down. 

This is taking counterbalances to the 
extreme, possibly to the point of danger and 
the choreographed work looks to challenge 
the dancers to pursue similar extremes of 
counterbalances to the point where the body 
can just about support the weight. 

Balanced 1970 - Richard Serra  

Trip Hammer 1988 - Richard Serra  

Further to this, is the concept that Serra looks
to when shaping large sheets of steel and 
having them positioned where spaces 
between the sheets create avenues and 
walkways for viewers to be guided
through. Here, the essence of the steel holds 
negative space, which in Serra’s eyes 
becomes the key component of the sculpture.
It is this space between that Serra emphasises
using the metal, and in addition to the idea of
exploring the dangers and risks of counter-
balance, the dancers also looked at 

The Lowry, Salford Quays
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Snake 1994 - Richard Serra

containing negative space and manipulating it 
within the pathways of their movement 
vocabulary. 

This is a physically demanding work and 
pushes the dancers to the extremes of their 
physical nature in regards to supporting each 
others weight and energy. Having a week at 
The Lowry offered a chance to really focus on 
the structure of the work and find a solution to
the way that each of the sections created at 
The HopBarn would fit together. In addition 
was the opportunity to witness the creation of 
another piece the current cohort of CAT 
students were working on as they rehearsed 
in an adjacent studio. The week ended with an
informal sharing of both works allowing both 
the alumni dancers and the current CAT 
students to see how the two pieces had 
developed. 

The work will have one final chance to be 
developed and finalised as the dancers again 
return to The HopBarn in June to continue the 
work. Further reports will be released 
following the commencement of this project. 

Lowry CAT alumni dancers in rehearsals

Lowry CAT Success: - 

As a little side story of the alumni project, the
true impact of the Centre’s for Advanced 
Training in Dance are now starting to become
evident as Mathew Rawcliffe, a former student
who began his formal dance training whilst on
The Lowry CAT became the winner of BBC 
Young Dancer of Year 2019 – Contemporary 
Strand.

 

 

This is a huge success story as the CAT 
schemes where established to provide 
access to high quality training and nurturing 
in dance for young people regardless of their
social, ethnic or religious backgrounds. As a 
result, a high proportion of students who 
train as part of a CAT programme come from 
families who would not be able to afford the 
full cost associated with the training and 
therefore deter students from applying. 

Mathew Rawcliffe - Former Lowry CAT 
student and winner of BBC Young Dancer 
of the year 2019 / Contemporary Strand

Funded by The Department for 
Education’s Music and Dance Scheme, 
the CAT programmes are an integral part
of the dance ecology and like BBC 
Young Dancer of the year demonstrates, 
many dancers such as Mathew would 
not have chosen dance if such
opportunities were not made available 
to a wider demographic of young people.

nationaldancecats.co.uk
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Opportunity for Young Musicians 

Following the success of Plug In Tune Up that
took place in September 2018, The HopBarn is 
excited to announce a new date for 2019. 

This special event, invites Expressions of 
Interest (EOI) from young musicians from 12 
to 21 years of age who are not studying music  
at a conservatoire or specialist music 
institution, and who like the opportunity to 
play infront of a live audience.

Each participant is offered their own 20 minute
set as part of this evenngs programme and the 
choice of works to be played is according to 
each young musicians choice. 

The HopBarn is particulary keen to receive 
EOI from young people who write, compose 
and perform their own work.

This is free event to apply to and following the 
event in 2018, further opportunities may arise 
which would allow participants to play at The 
HopBarn in the future.

EOI  forms must be returned to The HopBarn 
by Friday 9th August 2019

Plug In Tune Up 2019 will take place at 
The Hopbarn on Sunday 22nd September 
2019

To find out more and how to apply visit:

www.thehopbarn.org.uk/news

Sun 22 Sept 2019 / 7pm 

Whats On

The HopYards + Sam Adams 
Summer Blues and Jazz
Sat 20 July 2019 / 7.30pm
£12 

The HopYards return this evening with their 
classy and alluring take on well-known and not 
so well-known Jazz and Blues numbers. 

The HopYards have recently been working on 
new compositions and arrangements, blending 
their unique signature sound to offer a 
refreshing alternative to popular songs that 
may not be immediately thought of as Jazz and 
Blues. Along with some classics such as 
Want You Back by The Jackson's, The Nearness 
of You By Hoagy Carmichael and the feet tapping
Put a Lid On It by The Squirrel Nut Zippers, there
will be the odd surprise here and there as well 
as the continuous banter played out by the 
band members. 

This will be a fun and lively evening celebrating
the arrival of summer.
 
The HopYards will also be joined by Sam Adam's 
who took part in Plug In Tune Up at The Hopbarn
in September 2018. Sam will be playing some of
his own work, alongside some more popular 
numbers. 

Tickets From: 

thehopbarn.org.uk

ticketsource.co.uk


